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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PITTENGER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 3, 2014. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROBERT 
PITTENGER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COLONEL 
JOSEPH BUCHE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
want to recognize Colonel Joseph 
Buche, who will retire next month 
after 30 years of commissioned service 
in the United States Army. 

Colonel Buche was born and spent 
the first 12 years of his life in Fayette-
ville, Arkansas, where he attended St. 
Joseph’s Elementary School. 

His father taught electrical engineer-
ing at the University of Arkansas, and 

Colonel Buche still remembers walking 
from his family’s home down to Razor-
back Stadium to see President Nixon 
arrive for the 1969 Texas-Arkansas 
football game, also known as the game 
of the century. While it didn’t end well 
for the Razorbacks, few Arkansans who 
were alive then have forgotten that 
day. 

Following his father’s death, Colonel 
Buche moved with his family to Wis-
consin, where he received a 4-year 
Army ROTC scholarship from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison. 

He was commissioned as an infantry-
man upon his graduation with a bach-
elor of science in 1984 and began what 
would become an exemplary career in 
the United States Army. 

As a lieutenant and captain, Colonel 
Buche was a platoon leader and com-
manded four infantry platoon compa-
nies. Colonel Buche also served in Op-
eration Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, as well 
as with the Old Guard at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. 

His military honors include the Le-
gion of Merit, Bronze Star with oakleaf 
cluster, two Combat Infantryman 
Badges, and the Ranger tab. 

On a personal note, Colonel Buche 
was my commander while I was sta-
tioned at the Old Guard in Arlington 
National Cemetery in 2007 and 2008 and 
while I was deployed to Afghanistan in 
2008 and 2009. He set the highest stand-
ard for leadership, professionalism, and 
duty for every Old Guard soldier. 

Finally, I also want to thank his 
wife, C.J., and their two daughters, 
Megan and Shelby. Military families 
carry a heavy load, too, and they also 
sacrifice much for our country. 

C.J., Megan, and Shelby endured 
many days without their loving hus-
band and dad, all so he could stand 
guard on the front lines of freedom 
around the world on our behalf. We are 
grateful to them. 

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress and a grateful Nation, I want to 
thank Colonel Buche and his family for 
their service and wish him all the best 
in retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HOWARD ELE-
MENTARY READING CHAMPIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, reading is a fundamental 
education skill that provides a founda-
tion for academic and life success. 

On March 29, the Central Inter-
mediate Unit No. 10, located in Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District, 
hosted their Elementary School Inter-
scholastic Reading Competition. This 
is a great event that is integrated 
throughout the school year to promote 
reading. 

Each year, the IU chooses a list of 
books to be read, and this year, 41 
books were utilized for the competi-
tion. Students read books from the list 
and answer test questions that are cre-
ated to measure the students’ com-
prehension and recall of the books. 

On competition day, students learn 
the value of hard work, the importance 
of reading, as well as teamwork. Along 
the way, they also have some fun. 

The team with the highest number of 
points overall is awarded the grand 
championship. Clearly, every child that 
participates in this event benefits, as 
they are encouraged and motivated to 
expand their horizons through reading 
comprehension. 

Congratulations to the students and 
faculty of the Howard Elementary 
School for being the 2014 Reading 
Grand Champions. 

The Howard team, coached by Mrs. 
Amber Buchanan and Ms. Jalynn 
Woleslagle, scored a total of 68 points. 
Congratulations to Mia Simoncek, 
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Noah Giedroc, Brayden Comly, Jayden 
Bechdel, Carter Rhoades, Olivia Reed, 
Hannah Ternent, Thomas Beck, Elyssa 
Greene, and Mikayla Irvin for a job 
well done. 

This is the first time that Howard El-
ementary has ever won grand cham-
pion. Congratulations, and keep on 
reading. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

Lord, You have promised to be with 
all people wherever they are, whatever 
their need. We reach out in prayer for 
the homeless, the poor, those anxious 
about the future, those who are ill, or 
those to whom freedom has been de-
nied. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House. Inspire them, as representatives 
of the American people, to labor for 
justice and righteousness in our Nation 
and our world, mindful of Your concern 
for those most in need. 

For all the riches of our human expe-
rience, O Lord, we give You thanks. 
Make us aware of our responsibilities 
as stewards of Your divine gifts, and 
empower us with Your grace to faith-
fully and earnestly use our talents in 
ways that bring understanding to our 
communities and our Nation, and peace 
to every soul. 

May all we do be done for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

SAVE AMERICAN WORKERS ACT 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today’s de-
bate over the Save American Workers 
Act, which will attempt to fix another 
unintended consequence of ObamaCare, 
reminded me of the recent CBO report 
which estimated that regulatory 
changes created by ObamaCare would 
remove the equivalent of 2.3 million 
Americans from the full-time work-
force. 

Putting aside the tremendous human 
costs of this loss, let’s simply consider 
the economic damage done to our Na-
tion. Journalist Kevin Williamson 
compared removing 2.3 million from 
the full-time workforce to ‘‘burning 
down 1,000 factories’’ and further noted 
that ‘‘that 2.3 million workers exceeds 
the current workforces of McDonald’s, 
IBM, UPS, Target, Hewlett-Packard, 
and General Electric, combined.’’ 

The Save American Workers Act will 
likely proceed to the Senate today, 
where it will join a cue of 30-plus other 
House-passed bills that would help the 
economy and create jobs. 

Americans want to work. Why won’t 
the Senate do its job and consider 
those bills? 

f 

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my Republican col-
leagues to bring the Senate’s bipar-
tisan compromise on extending unem-
ployment insurance to the House floor 
for a vote. 

Our economy is recovering, but not 
fast enough. We need to continue help-
ing our businesses create jobs that pay 
living wages; but, in the meantime, we 
can’t forget about those who lost their 
jobs in the downturn. Many of them 
have families to support while looking 
for jobs in a tough economy. 

An analysis by Moody’s found that 
for every dollar spent on unemploy-
ment benefits the economy generates 
$1.64 in economic activity. That is 
money that gets spent on basic neces-
sities like food; so the grocery checker 
gets paid; the truck driver that deliv-
ered the food gets paid; and the farmer 
who grows the food gets paid. It doesn’t 
take a Ph.D. to do the math. 

And speaking of math, the Senate 
deal is paid for, so unemployment in-
surance doesn’t add to the deficit. 

For all these reasons, I call on my 
Republican colleagues to bring this to 
the floor for a vote today. 

HELPING THOSE WHO NEED IT 
MOST 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, according to a Hoover 
Institute study, 2.6 million Americans 
are at risk of receiving smaller pay-
checks because of reduced hours as a 
result of ObamaCare’s harsh regula-
tions on small businesses. 

It is obvious that the President’s bro-
ken health care promises have made 
lives more difficult. What do we tell 
single mothers who have been forced to 
pick up an additional job because their 
hours have been reduced? And what 
about the college students who are 
paying their way through school but 
are struggling to achieve an education 
because their paychecks will not cover 
expenses? 

At a time with record unemployment 
and a record number of people not 
seeking work, the government should 
not make it more difficult for employ-
ers to hire workers. Later today, the 
House will vote on a bill, which I have 
gratefully cosponsored, that provides 
relief for millions of Americans who 
have received smaller paychecks be-
cause of the President’s health care 
takeover which destroys jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Welcome, Mead Hall Episcopal 
School of Aiken, South Carolina. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, 
across the Nation, Social Security of-
fices are experiencing increased back-
log, longer wait times, and insufficient 
staff levels. Despite this, the Social Se-
curity Administration has proposed the 
closing of four New York regional of-
fices, including the Amherst office in 
my western New York community. 

Since 2010, 96 field offices have been 
consolidated into 46 without a uniform 
closure process. In response, I have in-
troduced H.R. 3997, the Social Security 
Administration Accountability Act, 
which brings transparency to the So-
cial Security field office closure proc-
ess. 

This legislation requires the Social 
Security Administration to consult 
with local officials and the public be-
fore deciding to relocate or merge of-
fices. In my own community, after the 
notice of proposed closure of the Am-
herst field office, we learned from the 
Buffalo Fire Department that the new 
office has insufficient capacity and 
would be a fire hazard. If this bill were 
already law, this would have been dis-
covered before a proposed closure was 
announced. 
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